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blamed for not using his power to check the massacres, he
made amends for his neglect by good service in the following
month. There can be no apology for the wretched murderers
who stained their hands with blood, but there is an apology
for those who, like Maillard, tried to systematize the murders,
and thus saved some few; and, above all, there is an apology
for the great Eevolutionary leaders who ought to have inter-
fered, but who yet confidently believed the death of a thousand
poor creatures who were foully murdered in the prisons of
Paris would pave the way for a stronger and more glorious
France

But the massacres spread beyond Paris at the news of the
Prussian advance, and in the provinces too it was believed
that traitors at home must be slain ere enemies on the frontier
could be fought Thus seven priests who had refused to take
the oath were slain at Meaux by some gendarmes;l at Rheims,
an officer and six priests;2 at Couches, four priests; at Lyons,
seven officers and a priest; at Charleville, a lieutenant-colonel
of artillery; and at Caen, a magistrate of the name of Bayeux.
And one man, more famous than these poor priests, who had
played a part in the Constituent Assembly and had been
president of the directory of the department of Paris, the Due
de la Rochefoucauld, was murdered at Gisors on September 4,
in the presence of his wife and mother. The same fate
awaited <the charitable Due de la Rochefoucauld-Liancourt if
he had not escaped in time to England. The escape of Adrien
Duport may also be noticed. He had been arrested at his
Chateau of Bignon near Nemours, and was being brought to
Paris to certain death, when Madame Duport let Danton know
that his old friend was being led to assassination, and he directed
the tribunal of Melun to examine the conduct of Duport, and
finally to set him free. The memory of ancient friendship
appears in the story of the safety of many others who had
ever done a kindness to the leading Revolutionists. Thus
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